So he thinks he's Jesus!

"The Everlasting Savior“

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Hebrews 13:8”

          The great thing about the Lord Jesus is that he does not change and he is always stable even in the storms of life. He can be counted on when the going gets rough, because he is the ‘Rock of Ages’. I have nothing to offer, because everything that I am belongs to Him. I have no strength or moral goodness that will change this evil world. However, Jesus can and he has changed the hearts of men or women for over 2,000 years. There is now a man in Huston, Texas who claims to be Jesus, but he is not even worthy enough to tie the Lord Jesus’ shoes. This man is doing great harm to the cause of Christ, by presenting himself as Jesus and then preaching a gospel of licentiousness. Before we can refute the error of this man, we must first find out much about the genuine article. This verse tells us that the Lord Jesus has been; now is and will always be the same. Here are verses gleaned from the beginning in Genesis and stretching to Revelation that show the Lord Jesus for who he is.

         “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” Genesis 3:15. This is the beginning of the biography of Jesus; this is where it all started. Adam and Eve had been given a golden opportunity to live a perfect life in an ideal world and before it could even get started they disobeyed God. Read the rest of this chapter by going to the provided link and find out what happened to the world, because of one mans sin. The serpent had told Eve in the garden, that if she ate the fruit she “shall be as gods, knowing good and evil” Genesis 3:5. This was the start of the man made idea that man can dictate his future to the Living God, by doing anything that sounds like fun. It was to this that the Lord God spoke in the garden with this first prophecy concerning the coming Messiah. This was the beginning of course that would pit Eve’s seed (Jesus) against the serpent (Satan). Jesus would end up on a cross with a crown of thorns on His head and Satan’s power would forever be crushed by the heel of Christ. Bear with me for awhile we have many verses to go.

        “And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper? And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.” Genesis 4:9-10 The sin of Adam and Eve leads directly to the first murder and the first tragedy. We know much of this now in this world gone mad. There are those who will take life without as much as a thought. Man has become increasingly violent and today we can hardly open a newspaper or listen to the news without being bombarded with the wickedness of man. Man is incapable of changing his own destiny and for that mater he is also incapable of doing anything to please a just and righteous God. Yet, there are still some who think that maybe man is really good at heart and trusting in the goodness of man to pull us through. However, God will not accept anything, but obedience to His perfect will and that will is found in His Son. God’s perfect will for man is that they acknowledge and know His Son the Lord Jesus Christ.

          The story goes on and we come upon this gem in the 22nd chapter of the book of Genesis: “And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.” Genesis 22:14 This historically was the same place in which the Lord Jesus was offered as a ransom for our sin. It indeed was seen when He had offered up himself and became obedient unto death even the death of the cross. What is God’s answer for the wickedness of man, it is His very Own Son. The Hebrew word that is used here means the Lord will provide. Man cannot provide an offering or person that is good enough to satisfy God’s Holy demands. We are never going to be good enough for that mater no one is ever going to be good enough. However, Jesus was good enough and He was the lamb which God had ultimately provided as a sacrifice for our sin.

          Let’s move on to the book of Isaiah, where we are introduced to the suffering Savior. Probably the most beautiful description of Jesus is found in Isaiah 53. We find that he is not one who we would call a beautiful person although he is the altogether lovely one. He does not entice man with his knowledge of words, but he is the wisdom of the ages. The world may not recognize Him for His great accomplishments, but he is the Creator of all things including us. He did not start any great social organizations or champion world peace, but He made an end to sin by the offering of himself on the cross (an end to the continuous animal offerings in the Jewish temple). This is the great import of Isaiah 53, no where else are there such words of peace, but look what it cost. I have given the full text of Isaiah 53 here:

1Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?

2For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

3He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

5But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

8He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.

9And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

11He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

12Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

The true story of redemption does not end here it goes on and can be found in many places in the Old Testament. Lets look at one last Old Testament book Daniel 9 where Daniel talks about the 70 weeks that are determined for Israel. These weeks are seven years long and according to Daniel 69 of them were full filled down to the crucifixion. There remains, but one week that needs to be complete. The reason this is listed here is because it leads us directly to the New Testament where the last of the 69 weeks is consummated and the 70th week is foretold. The story of Daniel is a story of great courage and dependence on a Sovereign God to see him through very difficult times. Daniel trusted God and God rewarded him with a glimpse of the future. He could see the coming Messiah in all His Glory and rejoice. The Lord told Daniel how much he loved Him and then gave him this prophetic look into the future.

1In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans;

2In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

3And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:

4And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments;

5We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments:

6Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.

7O LORD, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee.

8O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.

9To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against him;

10Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets.

11Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him.

12And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem.

13As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth.

14Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice.

15And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done wickedly.

16O LORD, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us.

17Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake.

18O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies.

19O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.

20And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God;

21Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.

22And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.

23At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.

24Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

25Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

26And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

27And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

We know that the 26th verse refers to Christ, but what I want you to notice is what is talked about before this and the reward that God gave His servent Daniel. The first thing is in the second verse, Daniel was a student of God’s Word, because he was reading the prophet Jeremiah and came upon a verse that was being fulfilled in his day. It is then that Daniel says this “And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:” Daniel 9:3. Daniels response to his discovered treasure in God’s Word through the prophet Jeremiah was to go to God in prayer and not just prayer, but ‘prayer, supplications, fasting, sackcloth and ashes’. This man of God was moved in his private life to prayer and supplication. The man of God is not moved by great crowds and he is certainly not moved by mans wisdom.

Then Daniel after making his great confession in the 4th verse goes on in confession from verse 5 thru 15 he confesses the sins of Israel against a Holy God in such terms that it is difficult not to get the point. Israel had sinned and had rebelled against a Holy, Just and Righteous God. It is after this confession that Daniel beseeches God to turn away His wrath from Israel. From 16 to 19 he continues to beseech God for the return of the city of Jerusalem and for restoration of the people of God known as Israel.

It is after this that Daniel is paid a visit by Gabriel and given solace in what the Lord was going to do for Israel with these words ‘for thou art greatly beloved’. God loved Daniel isn’t that beautiful, here is a man that had gone to God in prayer and confessed his iniquity and the iniquity of his people Israel to God. God loves a repentant heart, he wants us to live a life of repentance, but we get arrogant and rebel. We start placing man where the Lord belongs. It is then that Daniel is given understanding as to the events to come from his point on even unto the end of the 69th week.

The reason I have placed this here is for perspective, God’s perspective is that man needs to come to Him in supplication and seek God’s forgiveness. Man needs to do this on God’s ground and not on a basis of man's understanding. Spiritual maters are subject to the Holy Spirit of God alone. The forgiveness that man needs can only come from the finished work of Christ. God is not interested in our wisdom or even our futile attempts at world peace; he is only interested in whether we will accept the work of Christ as sufficient for sin. God’s concern is the eternal destiny of our souls and not how many people we can pack into a worship service on Sunday morning. If you will notice apparently that was exactly the concern that Daniel had. Daniel was concerned about the iniquities of himself and of his people Israel. Numbers had nothing to do with and psychology had nothing to do with it. He was not there to work out a worship plan or for that mater to build a huge following. His only concern was to fall down on his face towards God in confession of his unworthiness. Why is it that it is so hard for us to learn this important lesson?

